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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 

(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 
 Sanctuary Worship 10:30 a.m. Live streamed to Facebook  

 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 

October 13, 2024          Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Welcome to Worship!  The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to 
inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying 
that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him 
an open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us 
with the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this 
message with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 
      As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the 
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us.  Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table.  We commune children of any age who have 
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church.  Children who 
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing.  Both red wine and 
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are 
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need. 
     We thank Linda Stauffer for sharing her gift of music today.  If you are visiting today, 
please sign the guest register after worship.  Plan to worship with us again next Sunday. 
 
Bell 
Welcome and announcements 
Prelude                                 “He Leadeth Me”  W.B.Bradbury  Public Domain     
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Please stand if you are able 

 
Confession And Forgiveness  

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
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sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn              “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”                              ELW 527                        

Text: attr. Wilhelm II, 1598–1662; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Music: Cantionale Germanicum, Gochsheim, 1628  Public Domain 

 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;                        
our hearts in true devotion bow. 
Your Spirit send with light divine, 
and let your truth within us shine. 
 
3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 
"O holy, holy Lord Most High!" 
And in the light of that blest place 
we then shall see you face to face. 

 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise 
in endless hymns through all our days; 
increase our faith and light our minds; 
and set us free from doubt that blinds. 
 
4 All glory to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise throughout eternity! 
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Canticle of Praise    
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Prayer of the Day                                                                                 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking 
what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of 
your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Please be seated  

 
First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
A reading from Amos. 
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity in 
the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that 
fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 

 6Seek the LORD and live, 
  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
  and bring righteousness to the ground! 
 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
 11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
  and take from them levies of grain, 
 you have built houses of hewn stone, 
  but you shall not live in them; 
 you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
  but you shall not drink their wine. 
 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 
  and how great are your sins— 
 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
  and push aside the needy in the gate. 
 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
  for it is an evil time. 
 14Seek good and not evil, 
  that you may live; 
 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
  just as you have said. 
 15Hate evil and love good, 
  and establish justice in the gate; 



6 

 

 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 
  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 
The word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 90:12-17 (Read responsively) 
 12So teach us to number our days 
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 
  Be gracious to your servants.  
 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 
  so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 
  and as many years as we suffered adversity. 
 16Show your servants your works, 
  and your splendor to their children. 
 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 
  prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.  
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 4:12-16 
A reading from Hebrews. 
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely accountable. 
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because he also experienced them. 
Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ. 

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are 
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
 14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect 
has been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
Please stand  

Gospel Acclamation                            “As the Deer” 
Text: Martin J. Nystrom  Music: Martin J. Nystrom  ©Music Services Inc. 
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Gospel:  Mark 10:17-31 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a conversation with a 
rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is surprising but unforgettable. 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 

false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was 
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
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 23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at 
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom 
of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who 
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one 
another, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
 28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will 
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 

Youth Time 
 
Sermon                                                                               
Please stand if you are able   

 
Hymn of the Day                “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                ELW 705 

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969  Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932  Public Domain 
 

1 God of grace and God of glory,                        
on your people pour your pow'r; 
crown your ancient church's story; 
bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 
3 Cure your children's warring madness; 
bend our pride to your control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
let we miss your kingdom's goal. 

 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days, 
 
4 Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of your salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving you whom we adore, 
serving you whom we adore. 
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Prayers of the people:                                               
Response:  God of Grace,              Hear our prayer. 
 
Peace                                                                                                             
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated 

Offering                                “Oh, God Our Help in Ages Past”    W. Croft Public Domain 

Please stand if you are able 

Offertory                               
 

 
Offering Prayer 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                                                            
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table                                                                          
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen     
 
Invitation to Communion                                                                    
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Please be seated 

 
Communion Song 
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Distribution Hymn                        “Shout to the Lord”                                       ELW 821 

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin USA & Canada Integrity’s 
Hosanna! Music 

 
My Jesus, my Savior,                                         
Lord, there is none like you. 
All of my days I want to praise 
the wonders of your mighty love. 
My comfort, my shelter, 
tower of refuge and strength; 
let ev'ry breath, all that I am 
never cease to worship you. 

 
Distribution Hymn            “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”                                      ELW 623 

Text: Augustus M Toplady, 1740-1778  Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 Public Domain 
 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me,                               
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood, 
from thy riven side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure; 
cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
 
 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 
power and majesty, praise to the King. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
at the sound of your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

2 Not the labors of my hands 
can fulfill thy law's demands; 
could my zeal no respite know, 
could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; 
thou must save, and thou alone. 
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3 Nothing in my hand I bring;                                                     
simply to thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to thee for dress; 
helpless, look to thee for grace; 
foul, I to the fountain fly; 
wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
Please stand if you are able 

Post Communion Blessing                                                                  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His care. 
Amen 
 
Prayer After Communion                                                                      
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of 
your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as 
bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing                                                                                                        
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen 
 
Sending Hymn                      “We Are Marching in the Light”                              ELW 866 

Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 

 
We are marching in the light of God,                               
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
 
We are marching--oo-- 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching--oo-- 
we are marching in the light of God. 

 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyelids close in death, 
when I soar to worlds unknown, 
see thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 

We are dancing... 
We are praying... 
We are singing... 
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Dismissal                                                                                              
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                              “We Are Marching in the Light”                               

Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known” 

And a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

 

PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor                   Church: 419-625-2192 
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off – Friday                                                            Cell: 419-680-0358 
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. Assistant                                                     419-625-2192 

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com 
Today’s Musician: Linda Stauffer                                   Lay Reader: Paula Hoffman-Laws 
Usher:  Jeff Justi             Communion Assistant: Paula Hoffman-Laws 
Audio/Visual Tech: Melinda Zorn            Attendance: Oct. 6 - 39 
Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                         
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky 

2024: The Year of Rest Memory Verse 
"So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God" Hebrews 4:9 
 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Kathy Strayer in memory of her 
husband Bob on their wedding anniversary. 
 
Council asks the congregation to pray for students, parents, professional and auxiliary 
staff in all areas. We pray that each one has a year filled with achievement, growth and 
safety, and that they find joy and friendship in learning.  
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Communion Clean-up today:  Sue and Lynn Schlessman 
Oct.  20 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben     Cleanup -  Elizabeth Libben 
         27 – Set-up – Toni Nossaman       Cleanup -  Jim Kluding 
Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry.  If you would like to 
help, please see Toni Nossaman, Joleen Dillender or Sandy Thompson. 
 
Blessing of our pets:  The in-person pet blessing will take place on Saturday, October 
19th at Parkvue Place by the back pond.  Service from 1:00 to 1:15 pm and drop in 
blessings until 2:00 pm.  Rain location in the chapel. 
 
Healing of the nations:  Every month when we ask the council how to pray, we find 
that there are so many people hurting locally and around the world.  The election season 
makes this even more evident. On November 10th, we will include a healing of the 
nations to our Sunday morning service.  We will light candles and pray for people nearby 
and around the world.  We hope you will join us for this special service. If you would like 
to be one of the four readers, please let Pastor Stacy know. Thanks! 
 
November 10th at 9:30 will be Sunday School for ALL youth.  We will learn about 
Holy Communion, taste the bread, tell stories, and go a little deeper into our 
understanding of this sacrament.  
 
November 17th will be the first play practice for the Christmas program, which will be 
on December 15th in the barn.  Please let Pastor Stacy know if your 
child/neighbor/grandchild/family member of any kind would like a role! 
 
Zion Lutheran Advent-Christmas Trivia Contest:  Would you like to be part of a 
team to compete in a trivia contest and help support Hopewood Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries this summer?  Zion Lutheran invites us to their Advent-Christmas Trivia 
contest on Wednesday, November 20th (light dinner at 5:30 with contest to begin at 6 
p.m.)  It will be held at Zion Lutheran, Huron.  There will be 9 rounds of Christmas 
Trivia.  Subjects will be Christmas carols, traditional and contemporary Christmas music, 
worldwide Christmas traditions, Holiday foods, Christmas folklore, colors and 
decorations of Advent, Christmas movies and Holiday TV specials.  Cost is $5.00 per 
person.  Teams can be made up of 4-8 people.  If you are interested in being part of a St. 
John’s team or 2 teams, see the sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Happy Birthday to Mike Chill. 
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ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 13TH THRU OCTOBER 27TH  

Sunday, October 13 9:00 am 
 
10:30 am 

Sunday School for all ages, Reformation 
and dreaming for St. John’s. 
Worship 

Tuesday, October 15 11:00 am 
7:00 pm 

Making Sense of  Martin Luther Study 
Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 16 5:30 pm Worship Team 

Saturday, October 19 1-2:00 pm Blessing of  the pets at Parkvue  

Sunday, October 20 9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Worship 

Tuesday, October 22 11:00 am Making Sense of  Martin Luther Study 

Sunday, October 27 9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Worship 

 
Weekly Verse:  Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be 
when you go out. – Deuteronomy 28:6 
Oct. 13 – Notice your pace while walking and driving today.  Slow down. 
        14 – Use your senses to experience signs of the changing season. 
        15 – Spend time remembering the Saints of old. 
        16 – Intentionally greet others as they come and go. 
        17 – Prepare your home for the change of seasons. 
        18 – Stretch for 5 minutes. 
        19 – Find a blessing that speaks to you. Carry it with you this week. 

 

“ELCA World Hunger is a great example of how we are church together and church for 
the sake of the world.  I have witnessed firsthand the impact of ELCA World Hunger on 
communities around the world.  During a trip to the Yunnan province of China, I had 
the opportunity to visit with the Lisu people at a farm where they grew medicinal herbs 
to help support their families with food and clothing.  The partnership with ELCA World 
Hunger changed traditional farming methods to help lift people out of poverty.  We are 
grateful for the generosity of ELCA members and others who have responded to God’s 
promise of a just world where all are fed.  We look forward to the next 50 years of 
transformational work through ELCA World Hunger.” 
 
--Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 


