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Welcome to Worship! The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise
and intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious community.
Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and
torgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that
are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us. Christians of all denominations
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table. We commune children of any age who have
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church. Children who
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing. Both red wine and
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need.

We thank Linda Stauffer for sharing her music with us this morning. If you are
visiting today, please sign the guest register after worship. Plan to worship with us again
next Sunday.

Bell

Welcome and announcements

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand if yon are able

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the "I Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
tforgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Gathering Hymn “O Beantiful for Spacions Skies” ELW 888
Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 Music: Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903 Public Domain
1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 2 O beautiful for heroes proved
for amber waves of grain, in liberating strife
for purple mountain majesties who more than self their country loved,
above the fruited plain: and mercy more than life:
America!l Americal Americal Americal
God shed his grace on thee, May God thy gold refine,
and crown thy good with brotherhood till all success be nobleness

from sea to shining sea. and ev'ry gain divine.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream Americal America!
that sees beyond the years God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
thine alabaster cities gleam, confirm thy soul in self-control,
undimmed by human tears: thy liberty in law.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you,
call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12
A reading from Zechariah.
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”
’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
""He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
“Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;

today I declare that I will restore to you double.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14 (Read responsively)
“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
' LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
" All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
"' 'They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,



" that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
" Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-
out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
“"The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading Romans 7:15-25A

A reading from Romans.

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know
to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

"1 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing T hate. ' Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. ' But in fact
it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. '* For I know that the good does
not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand,
but not the ability. " For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I
do. "’ Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells
within me.

'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.
“For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, * but I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. ** Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
“*Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God

that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ' “T'o what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

" “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
" “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; "’ the Son
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

“Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been
done because they did not repent. *' “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. * But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. ~* And you, Capernaum,

will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day. *' But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom than for you.”
*> At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
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have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; * yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. °" All things have been handed over
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

*“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. ~ Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. "’ For my yoke is easy, and my burden is

light.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Youth Time

Sermon

Please stand if you are able

Hymn of the Day “Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW 765
Text © Oxford University Press 1931

1 Lotrd of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 2 Lotd of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

whose trust, ever child-like, whose strong hands were skilled

no cares could destroy: at the plane and the lathe:

be there at our waking, and give us, be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord,

your bliss in our hearts, at the noon of the day.

Lord, at the break of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 4 Lotd of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
embrace: be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

be there at our homing, and give us, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
we pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Prayers of the people:

Response: God of grace, hear our prayer.
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Please be seated



Offering “Lord of All Hopefulness”
Text © Oxford University Press 1931
Please stand if yon are able

Offertory “All Are Welcome”  Verse 3 ELW 641

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

3 Let us build 2 house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:

a banquet hall on holy ground

where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus,

is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

Refrain

All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Offering Prayer

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
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not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Please be seated

Communion Song
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Distribution Hymn “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726

Text © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.glamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

1 Light dawns on a weary world
when eyes begin to see

all people's dignity.

Light dawns on a weary world:

the promised day of justice comes.

Refrain

The trees shall clap their hands;
the dry lands, gush with springs;
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!

We shall go out in joy,

and be led forth in peace,
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.
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2 Love grows in a weary world 3 Hope blooms in a weary world

when hungry hearts find bread when qeatures, once fotlorn,

and children's dreams are fed. find wilderness reborn.

Love grows in a weary world: Hope blo'oms in a weary world: ‘

the promised feast of plenty comes. Refrain the promised green of Eden comes. Refrain
Distribution Hymn “Tust a Closer Walk with Thee” ELW 697

Text: North American traditional Music: North American traditional Public Domain

Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, 1s my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

2 Through this world of toil and snares,
if I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
Refrain

1 I am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;

I'll be satisfied as long

as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Refrain

3 When my feeble life is o'er,

time for me will be no more;

guide me gently, safely o'er

to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. Refrain

Please stand if you are able

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His care.

Amen

Prayer After Communion

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the
body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world,
that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
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The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen

Sending Hymn “This Is My Song” ELW 887
Text Sts. 1,2 © 1934, 1962, Lorenz Publishing Company. St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company.
All rights reserved. Outside USA: Music © by Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine. and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is; But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.

but other hearts in other lands are beating So hear my song, O God of all the nations,
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. a song of peace for their land and for mine.

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, and hearts united learn to live as one.

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, myself I give you; let your will be done.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude “This Is My Song”
Text Sts. 1,2 © 1934, 1962, Lorenz Publishing Company. St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company.
All rights reserved. Outside USA: Music © by Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden

From Sunday and season.com. License #5AS5103330
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Aungsburg Fortress Liturgies
New Revised Standard 1 ersion Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted | podeast | streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #.A4-720241 All rights reserved.
Copyright License A 11364729 / Streaming License A 20657245 with permission under CCLI All rights reserved.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is:
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known”
And a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
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PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor Church: 419-625-2192
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off — Friday Cell: 419-680-0358
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. 419-625-2192

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com
Organist: Nathan Samsa Lay Reader: Jim Stauffer
Usher: Ray Witt Communion Assistant: Sandy Thompson
Audio/Visual Tech: Brandon Alt Attendance: June 21 - 60

Website: www.stjohnlcsandusky.com
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky

2026 The Year of the Way of Love. “We love because he first loved us.”
Bible Verse for July: 7 John 3:18
“Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth”.

Council asks the congregation to offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the 250th
Anniversary of the founding of our nation, that God unites us as one people in our love
for Christ, our nation and one another.

Communion Clean-up today: Sandy Thompson
June 28 — Worship at Nickel Plate Park — Zion Huron in charge of communion

July 5 — Set-up — Elizabeth Libben Clean-up — Elizabeth
12 — Set-up — Joleen Dillender Clean-up — Laurie Kropf
19 — Set-up — Elizabeth Libben Clean-up — Sue Lynn Schlessman
26 — Set-up — Joleen Dillender Clean-up — Sandy Thompson

Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry. If you would like to
help, please see Elizabeth Libben or Sandy Thompson.

Thank you to everyone who supported our youth fundraiser! We sent flamingos to
spread cheer in so many places for no real reason and also to celebrate a wedding, to
rejoice at being home from the hospital, to thank a softball coach and to give thanks to
God for a 90th birthday. We appreciate all of the support from the entire congregation. If
you would like to givea donation to our youth, it can be done through tithely or with a
check and “youth” written in the memo line. Thank you for helping us bring joy!
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Flamingo Thank you: Thank you from Kathy Strayer to whomever sent the
flamingos. They were greatly appreciated.

Celebrating the Harvest: Sunday, July 19th, we will celebrate the harvest during
worship. On that Sunday, please bring in items from your farms and gardens to decorate
the space. All items will then be donated to Victory Kitchen.

Endowment Grant Applications are being accepted: please contact a member of the
endowment team and they will be glad to mail you an application. The requests need to
be presented to the Endowment committee no later than October 4,2026. You can mail
the application back to the church, put your request in the endowment mailbox in the
basement or present it to any member of the committee. The committee members are
John Miller, Ted Call, Jetf Justi, Bob Stacy, Kathy Schlessman, Ron Zorn, Pastor Stacy.
If you have any questions, please see a member of the endowment committee.

The Endowment Team will hold its quarterly meeting in mid to late October, at which
time all grant applications that have been presented will be reviewed and voted on.
Those that are approved will be sent to the Finance Team for additional review and
approval.

Are you Interested? St. John’s Council would like to offer a CPR Instruction class but
need to know if you are interested in taking the course. If you are interested, there is a
sign-up sheet at the rear of the sanctuary

Happy Birthday to Noel Samsa.
Happy Anniversary to Marsha & Tom Dawson and David & Sofia Young.

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR JULY 5™ THRU JULY 19TH

Sunday, July 5 9:30 am Worship
Tuesday, July 7 1:00 pm Faith Life Team
Sunday, July 12 9:30 am Worship
Sunday, July 19 9:30 am Worship
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