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Welcome to Worship! In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and
offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the
resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives.
Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of
the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us. Christians of all denominations
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table. We commune children of any age who have
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church. Children who
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing. Both red wine and
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need.

If you are visiting today, please sign the guest register after worship. Plan to worship
with us again next Sunday.

Bell
Welcome and Announcements
Noisy Offering in support of Lutheran Disaster Response

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand if yon are able

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the ** Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
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sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
tforgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Thine Is the Glory” ELW 376
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759 Public Domain

1 Thine is the glory,

risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry

thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment
rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes
where thy body lay.

Refrain

Thine is the glory,

risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry
thou o'er death hast won!

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee,

risen from the tomb!

Lovingly he greets thee,
scatters fear and gloom;

let his church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,

for the Lord now liveth;

death hath lost its sting! Refrain

3 No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee;

aid us in our strife;

make us more than conqu'rors,
through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan
to thy home above. Refrain



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Canticle of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

A reading from Acts.

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd.
He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the
dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, guoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah:
thongh crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

" Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: * “Fellow
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know *’ this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and
toreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.
“But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. © For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
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* For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
“You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

" “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. "’ Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants
on his throne. *' Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
7 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 16 (Read responsively)
' Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
* All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
’ But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
T will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
T will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
"I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
"My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
""For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
" You will show me the path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for-
evermore.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

A reading from 1 Peter.

This epistle was written to enconrage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering becanse of their
faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection

even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

’Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead "and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, * who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. “ In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being
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more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. * Although you have not seen
him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glotious joy, ~ for you are receiving the outcome of your
taith, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the L.ord. Thanks be to God.
Please stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 20:19-31
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the
Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.

”When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
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said, “Peace be with you.” *’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *' Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” * When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. " If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. ~ So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

“ A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” “ 'Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” * Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” * Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

""Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written
in this book. " But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Youth Time “Tesus Loves Me”
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816—1868 Public Domain
Sermon
Please stand if yon are able
Hymn of the Day “When Peace Like a River” ELW 785
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 Public Domain

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials
when sorrows like sea billows roll, should come,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, let this blest assurance control,
it is well, it is well with my soul. that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
Refrain and has shed his own blood for my soul.
It is well (it is well) Refrain
with my soul, (with my soul,) 3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious
it 1s well, it is well with my soul. thought;
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, my sin, not in part, but the whole,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more.
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; ~ Praise the Lotd, praise the Lotd, O my soul!
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain Refrain



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of the people:
Response: Merciful God. receive our prayet.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated

Offering
Please stand if you are able

Offertory “Lord, Be Glorified”



Lord, Be Glorified
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Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952
Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpatrick
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music. assigned 1998 to The L.orenz Corporation. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lozd.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Please be seated

Communion Song
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Distribution Hymn “T'hat Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW 384
Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—-18066, alt.
Music: European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Distribution Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” ELW 385

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream,
IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Post Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His care.

Amen
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Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen
Sending Hymn “Hallelujah! |esus Lives!”
Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763—1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813—-1897, alt.
Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Prelude “Hallelujah! Jesus 1Lives!”

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763—1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813—-1897, alt.

Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812—-1887
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is:

“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known”

And a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
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PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor Church: 419-625-2192

Pastor Stacy’s Day Off — Friday Cell: 419-680-0358

Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. 419-625-2192
E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com

Nathan Samsa, Organist Lay Reader:

Usher: Communion Assistant:

Audio/Visual Tech: Attendance: April 5 -

Website: www.stjohnlcsandusky.com
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky

2026 The Year of the Way of Love. Welcome to 2026: The Way of Love! This year for
our annual theme, we will be grounded in 1 John 4:19, “We love because he first loved

2

us.

Council asks the congregation to pray
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