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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 

(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 
Sunday School – 9:00          10:30 a.m. Worship 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 
April 12, 2020              The Resurrection of  our Lord, Easter Day 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and 
through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): 
Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of  praise, gather around 
sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of  holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We 
depart with joy to proclaim the good news of  God’s endless love. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of  living water, the rock who 

gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Cong:  Amen. 
Pastor: Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of  God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

    
God of  grace and glory, 

Cong:  you have brought us through the night of  sin into the light of  Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.  Make us alive in 
Christ, O God.  Make us new as you make all things new.  Rescue us from 
evil and the gloom of  sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to living in 
your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

Pastor: Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!  The light of  the risen Christ puts 
to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out 
hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. Jesus Christ loves you and ☩ frees 
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you from your sins by his blood.  To him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever! 

Cong:  Amen. 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 
Cong:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Litany of  Easter Praise 
Pastor:  Hold your head high, Christ has risen! Death has been conquered.  Christ has 

restored us to new life. All that is broken has been made whole. 

Cong:  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?” 

Pastor:  Hold your head high for Christ has risen!  From a triumphant Palm Sunday to a 
dark Friday, passing through sorrow, through death, to life and joy, we arrive at 
Easter.  We know that joy and sorrow, life and death are bound together. 

Cong:  By the power of  God, the cross could not defeat Christ.  The tomb could 
not hold him. 

Pastor:  Hold your head high for Christ has risen! Carry forward God’s healing. Carry it 
to a world, where truth and justice triumph over evil and oppression.  You have 
been called out of  despair and into hope, out of  death and into new life! 

Cong:  Rejoice!  Life bursts through death.  Jesus Christ is alive for evermore!  
Alleluia! 

Prayer of  the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Cong:  And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
Cong:  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of  
death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of  
the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                                                              Lane family reads 
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 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of  rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of  the righteous: 
  “The right hand of  the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of  the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of  the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of  the LORD.   
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of  righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of  the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.   
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Gospel:  John 20:1-18 
This morning began with confusion: the stone was moved and the tomb was empty. Disciples arrive, then 
angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of  the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping woman becomes the 
first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 

1Early on the first day of  the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  
2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of  the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.”  
3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
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 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first.  
5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of  Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
 She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.”  
14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus.  
15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if  you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  
16Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 
 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 
 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

Pastor:  The Word of  the Lord.   Cong:  Thanks be to God! 
  
Sermon                                                                                                          
   

Praying this week’s prayer requests 

                                                                                            

Sharing of  the Peace 
Pastor:  The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
Cong:   And also with you. 
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Offering                                                                                            
We give back to God what God first gives us. Offering can be mailed in to the church at 
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky OH 44870, by texting give to 614-389-9681, or given on our 
church website.                                                                                               

Lord’s Prayer 
Cong:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Blessing 
Pastor: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Cong:  Amen. 

Dismissal 
Pastor:  Go in peace.  The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Cong:   Thanks be to God.    
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
“A Family of  Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known” 

And a congregation of  the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
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Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                              www.flame-elca.com  
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