
When I was around eight years old, everyone seemed to have the speed-
adjustable Christmas lights.  Some strands would blink, some would change 
as they went down the row, some would flash, some would stay solidly lit. 
And it was all remote controlled. 
 
We got the bright idea to drive around town and change everyoneôs Christ-
mas lights, hopefully without them knowing how it was happening. The solid 
ones suddenly rapidly flashed. The blinking ones became solid. And we 
laughed and laughed. 
 
This became a tradition, and each year after worship on Christmas Eve we 
changed the light displays around town with our remote. It was family time 
together, all of us in one car sharing stories and laughter, and even praying 
for the families as we changed their Christmas lights. 
 
Some traditions are like thisðthey happen randomly, when someone gets an 
idea to try something new. Some traditions span generations in a family, like 
dinner together and then worship on Christmas Eve. Sometimes we even 
start a new tradition, hoping that it will grow and we will be blessed with 
time together. 
 
This month, during the season on Advent, I encourage you to share your tra-
ditions with your family. What did you do as you were growing up? What do 
you do now? Why? What is the meaning behind it? 
 
As you share your stories and traditions, St. Johnôs would like to offer a new 
option to our church family. We have decks of cards with devotions on 
themðone for each day during Advent and Christmas. Please feel free to 
take a deck of cards and together as a family, as an individual, or as a group 
(perhaps going to a nursing home in our area and sharing with some new 
friends) do these daily devotions. Some days are fun as they tell about John 
the Baptist and his weird diet of insects and honey and then dare you to try a 
new food. Other days are more serious, as you get to talk about what con-
cerns you have, sharing them with each other and with our Lord. 
 
Whatever your traditions are, I pray that they draw you closer to each other 
and to our Lord. 
  
Walking with you in Christ, 
Pastor Stacy 
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WORSHIP WITH US AT CHRISTMAS 

Dec. 8ðWesley Justi 
               Myrna Schlessman 
 10ðLori Stacy 
      14ðRay Vance 
      14ðRolland Schlessman 
      17ðAndrew Baaske 
      29ðRay Young 
 30ðAugust Hohman 
 30ðKristi Justi 
         Rita Zorn 
      31ðBobbie Deehr 

Dec.   1 ð David and Mary K. 
Schlessman 

        16 ð Jon & Trudi Baaske 
        17 ð Kevin and Allison 

Young 
 27 ð August and Beverly 

Hohman 
          Rollie and Myrna 

Schlessman 
         

December Birthdays and Anniversaries                       

Youth Christmas Program:    On Sunday, 
December 16th at 10:30 am the youth present 
ñUnwrapping Christmasò.  Donôt miss this spe-
cial worship opportunity! Worship will be fol-
lowed by our traditional sandwich and cookie 
potluck lunch. Please bring something to 
share. 
 
Choir Cantata:  St. Johnôs Choir will present 
ñBehold the Star!ò on Sunday, December 23rd 
during the 10:30 am worship service. 
 
Christmas Eve: Three opportunities to wor-
ship on Sunday, December 24th. Join us as 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ with special evening worship ser-
vices at 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm. The two ser-
vices will be essentially the same, featuring 
both Holy Communion and candlelight. Spread 
the word; invite family and friends to come for 
Christmas Eve worship!  
 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL 
THESE SPECIAL WORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES TO PREPARE 
YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS 
FOR THE COMING OF THE 
LORD! 

December Events 

Intergenerational Event:   
 
Please join us for a special event 
during Sunday School on Sunday, 
December 2nd.  
All ages will meet 
together at 9:00 
am as we prepare 
for Advent with 
special stories, 
songs, and pray-
ers and the making of Advent 
Wreaths. 

 
St. Johnôs Christmas Party  
Sunday, Dec. 2nd.  3-5 p.m. 
 
Families and Friends of all sizes 
and ages are wanted!! Help us 
start off the Christmas Season at 
St. Johnôs with a Christmas Cele-
bration of fun and fellowship.  A 

light supper 
will be served.  
Bring your fa-
vorite  appetiz-
er or dessert.  
Hope to see 
you there! 

 
 

Ladies and young ladies  
of St. Johnôs!  

 
Plan to attend the Christmas Get 
Together at the Sandusky Yacht 
Club on Thursday, December 6th 
at 6:00 pm.  Come help us begin 
a time of expectant waiting and 
preparation for the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus.  Mark your cal-
endar and plan to attend and bring 
a friend!  Please make your reser-
vations on the sign-up sheet locat-
ed on the Welcome Table. 



Thank you!  Thank you to all who helped 
with the Hanging of the Greens! The event was 
truly a festive gathering of church family across 
generations, creating a beautiful sanctuary for 
us to enjoy during the season of Advent and 
Christmas. Special thanks to the fourth quarter 
fellowship team for planning a delicious. The 
efforts of all who participated are 
much appreciated! 

POETôS CORNER 
by Jerry Bauer 

 

 Poem for Advent 
 
A voice cries:  In the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.ò    Isaiah 40:3  
 
In the wilderness of daily life 
   uncertainty and fear hover near. 
In the wilderness hear a voice, 
   sound of Godôs word, hopeful voice. 
 
Prepare the way, a highway straight. 
A word to receive, 
  a call to act, 
    a message to share. 
 
God comes in Christ, prepare the way, 
   in heart and mind and life. 
 
REJOICE! 

Giving Tree 

 This year the Faith Life Team 
has selected to do Christmas for 
Nursing Home Seniors. These 
residents and their "wish lists" do not have much 
family or visitors.  Typically they spend the holi-
day alone.  So let's reach out to them by choosing 
a tag, buying the items requested, wrapping and 
returning it to church by Sunday, December 16, 
2018.  The items will be delivered to happy resi-
dents so the residents can receive the love of the 
Lord and the true meaning of giving this Christ-
mas Day.  Thank-you for your continued generos-
ity.  
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Coming in January Book Study 
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Endowment applications are available on the Wel-
come table.  If you are in need of  monies for a 
ministry at St. Johnôs, please fill out an application 
which are due by December 15, 2018 for disburse-
ments by April 15, 2019.  Anyone with questions 
can contact a member of the Endowment Commit-
tee. 

Endowment Fund Grants 

Please join us for a book club. We 
meet the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9am at Barry Bagels, be-
ginning in January. The next book 
will be Stranger God. We have 11 
books ordered, and they are $15. To 
receive a book, please put a check 
in the offering plate with book club in the memo line.  
Thank you! 

As we approach Advent and the 
holidays, it's sometimes difficult 
to find the perfect gift for some-
one. This year, St. John's is mak-
ing it even easier to purchase 
ELCA Good Gifts. There is a 
catalog with information on the 
welcome table, and it's easy to 
purchase a cow, pig, sheep, chicken, or farm 
tool for someone in a third world country--in 
the honor of someone you love. If you have 
any questions, please see Pastor Stacy. 


