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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 

(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 
 Sanctuary Worship 10:30 a.m. Live streamed to Facebook  

 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 

September 8, 2024          Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost/Rally Day 
 

Welcome to Worship on this Rally Day! We gather to celebrate our ministry together as 
the people of St. John’s, and we celebrate “God’s Work, Our Hands” together as the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. A renewed focus on ministry and mission 
begins today, and this moment of worship serves as a reminder that we exist as a faith 
community for the sake of the world with a message of good news.  
     As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the 
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us.  Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table.  We commune children of any age who have 
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church.  Children who 
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing.  Both red wine and 
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are 
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need. 
     We thank Linda Stauffer for sharing her gift of music today.  Join us for lunch and 
fellowship following worship as well as assembling the hygiene kits for LW Relief.  Next 
Sunday we meet back in our more traditional surroundings. 
 

Bells 
Welcome and announcements 
Prelude                               
Please stand if you are able 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Confession And Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
Gracious God, 
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have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 
The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes. 
In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves. 
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 
Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 
By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn                   “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                   Bulletin Pg. 12         

Text and music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 

 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                                                 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death 
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to 
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord.  Amen. 
Please be seated  

 
Lectio Divina Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 
The reading will be read once, we will pause, the reading will be read again and meditate 
on what we hear.  Reading will be read again and we will share what stands out to us. 
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A reading from Isaiah. 

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, 
Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert 
itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
The word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn:                                    “You Are Mine”                                            Bulletin Pg. 13 

Text and music © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Reading:  Psalm 146 
 (Read responsively) 
  1Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
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 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed 
down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous.  
 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
  
Sensio Divina 

1. Look at the park around us and take in what we see. 
2. We will use as many senses as we can and reflect on what else stands out to us. 
3. What is God telling us?  What does this say about God’s creation?  You can draw, 

hum, write a poem, sit quietly and think, journal. 
4. We can share in the group. 

 
Please stand if you are able   

 
Hymn of the Day                        “We Are One In the Spirit”                        Bulletin Pg. 14 

 

Prayers of the people:                                               
Response:  Hear us O God,              Your mercy is great. 
 
Peace                                                                                                             
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated 

 
Choir Offering                      “This Is My Father’s World”     

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901    
Music: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt. Public Domain                 

Please stand if you are able 

 
Offertory                               “As the Grains of Wheat”                                 Bulletin Pg. 15 

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Great Thanksgiving                                                                            
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table                                                                          
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen     
 
Invitation to Communion                                                                    
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Please be seated 
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Communion Song 

 
Distribution Hymn                      “Seek Ye First”                                      Bulletin Pg. 16 

© 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Company 

 
Distribution Hymn        “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                  Bulletin Pg. 17 

Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Please stand if you are able 

 
Post Communion Blessing                                                                  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His care. 
Amen 
 
Prayer After Communion                                                                      
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Blessing                                                                                                        
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen 
 
Sending Hymn                    “God’s Work Our Hands”                                 Bulletin Pg. 18            

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b 1954, 
Music:  EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987 

Text ©2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music ©1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 

Dismissal                                                                                              
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                               

From Sunday and season.com.  License #SAS103330 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-720241 All rights reserved. 
Copyright License A 11364729 / Streaming License A 20657245 with permission under CCLI All rights reserved. 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known” 

And a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor                   Church: 419-625-2192 
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off – Friday                                                            Cell: 419-680-0358 
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. Assistant                                                     419-625-2192 

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com 
Today’s Musician: Linda Stauffer                            Communion Assistant: Mia Scovanner                       
Attendance: Sept. 1 - 34 
Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                         
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky 

2024: The Year of Rest Memory Verse 
"So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God" Hebrews 4:9 
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Council asks the congregation to pray for students, parents, professional and auxiliary 
staff in all areas. We pray that each one has a year filled with achievement, growth and 
safety, and that they find joy and friendship in learning.  
 
Communion Clean-up today:   
        15 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben     Cleanup – Elizabeth Libben 
        22 – Set-up – Joleen Dillender       Cleanup – Lynn & Sue Schlessman 
        29 – Set-up – Toni Nossaman       Cleanup – Sandy Thompson 
Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry.  If you would like to 
help out, please see Toni Nossaman, Joleen Dillender or Sandy Thompson. 
 
There will be no live streaming of  worship on Rally Day, Sept. 8th.  Live streaming 
of  worship will return on Sunday, September 15th at 10:30 am. 
 
Adult Study with Lynn resumes on Sunday, September 15th at 9:15 am in the Upper 
Room.  We will be looking at the life of Abraham.  All are welcome to join the upcoming 
study. 
 
Beginning in October, Sunday School will be the second Sunday of the month.  
October 13th at 9:00 AM will be Sunday School for all ages. We will focus on the 
Reformation and dreaming. Please let Pastor Stacy or Dawn Schlessman know if you will 
be there so she knows how many items to prepare. 
 
November 10th at 9:30 will be Sunday School for ALL youth.  We will learn about 
Holy Communion, taste the bread, tell stories, and go a little deeper into our 
understanding of this sacrament.  
 
November 17th will be the first play practice for the Christmas program, which will be 
on December 15th in the barn.  Please let Pastor Stacy know if your 
child/neighbor/grandchild/family member of any kind would like a role! 
 
Reformation is approaching on October 31st.  So why do we celebrate the 
Reformation? What is it that sets us Lutherans apart? Join us as we Make Sense of Martin 
Luther! It's a seven week series, beginning October 15th at 11 AM at St John's (we will 
not meet the week of Thanksgiving). There is a book that goes with the series, so please 
let Pastor Stacy or Sandy know by September 21st if you would like a copy. Anyone is 
welcome in this group. 
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Supper Club Returns:  Mark your calendar and make your reservation for Supper Club 
fellowship.  Supper Club will meet on Thursday, September 19th at 6:00 pm at the Red 
Lobster in Sandusky.  Sign-up sheet is at the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Book Club Selection:  “Jesus and John Wayne” written by Kristin Du Mez.  
The book club book "Jesus and John Wayne" appears more political than 
intended.  However, it is still a topic that has been requested by quite a few in the 
congregation, that seems quite relevant, and that has already been purchased by a bunch 
of you in book club. Whether you agree or disagree with the book, I hope you will still 
join us.  Book Study takes place on Tuesday, Sept. 10th at 10:00 am in the Upper 
Room. 
Please feel free to SKIP the intro and preface as those seem the most political.  In 
September we will discuss chapters 1 and 2.  Please also be thinking about a fluffier piece 
that we could read after this book--I'm guessing we will all need a brain break!  
Blessings Pastor Stacy 
     The book is available at Amazon or your favorite book place.  If you would like a 
book, see the sign-up sheet in the back of the church or contact Sandy Thompson. 
 
Kitchen and Fellowship Hall renovation!  The council is asking for your help.  It is 
time to put together a renovation plan.  If you would like to be part of a committee to 
develop plans for a new kitchen and fellowship area, if you have skills in design or 
kitchen design, please contact Pastor Stacy or any member of council. 
 
Endowment Grant Applications are being accepted: please contact a member of the 
endowment team and they will be glad to mail you an application. The requests need to 
be presented to the Endowment committee no later than October 7, 2024.   You can mail 
the application back to the church, put your request in the endowment mailbox in the 
basement or present it to any member of the committee.  The committee members are  
John Miller, Ted Call, Jeff Justi, Bob Stacy, Colleen Girard, Ron Zorn, Pastor Stacy .  If 
you have any questions, please see a member of the endowment committee.   
     The Endowment Team will hold its quarterly meeting in mid to  late October, at 
which time all grant applications that have been presented will be reviewed and voted on.   
Those that are approved will be sent to the Finance Team for additional review and 
approval. 
 
Happy Birthday to Ann Witt, Trudi Baaske, Jenna Burnham, Holden Stacy 
 
Happy Anniversary to Richard and Kathy Schlessman, Ron and Melinda Zorn, and Jim 
and Brittany Semon. 
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ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 8th THRU SEPTEMBER 22nd              

Sunday, September 8 10:00 am 
10:30 am 
11:30 am 
12:30 am 

Rally Day Coffee Time – Edison Park 
Rally Day Worship 
Rally Day Picnic Potluck 
God’s Work Our Hands Hygiene Kit 
Assembly 

Tuesday, September 10 10:00 am Book Club meets in Upper Room 

Sunday, September 15 9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Worship 

Tuesday, September 17 7:00 pm Church Council 

Thursday, September 19 6:00 pm Supper Club at Red Lobster 

Sunday, September 22 9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Worship 

Weekly Verse:  The spirit of God has made me, and the bresth of the Almighty 
give me life.  Job 33:4 
 
Sept. 8 – Go outside and enjoy God’s creation. 
         9 – Listen to music that makes you want to move. 
       10 – Light a candle and give thanks for your baptism 
       11 – Affirm a gift you see in another. 
       12 – Cook something you love to eat & share it. 
       13 – Donate your time or money to something you believe in. 
       14 – Do a physical activity that makes you winded.  Give thanks for breath. 
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LORD, I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH 
 

,  
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