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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870

(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor
October 25, 2020           Reformation Sunday

If  in the church parking lot or at Strickfaden Park, please turn your car 
radio to 101.7 FM to listen to our worship service at 9 AM. 

This signal is only 1500 feet.
You can also join us on Zoom for worship at 10:30 AM.

Welcome to Worship!  Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must 
always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this 
life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.
     We welcome and thank Pastor Phil Gardner for leading us in worship today.

Hymn                                       “Built on a Rock”                                                ELW 652

Built on a rock the church shall stand,    
even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land,
bells still are chiming and calling--
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.
Amen.

Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:
"I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen."
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day                                                                                
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 
22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember
sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
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 “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Psalm 46 
1God is our refuge and strength,
  a very present help in trouble.
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
 3though its waters rage and foam,
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
  the holy habitation of the Most High.
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
  God shall help it at the break of day.
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 7The LORD of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
 11The LORD of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Second Reading:  Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
         21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 



3

Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 
Jesus.
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law.

.Gospel Acclamation               “I Love You, Lord”

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you; 
O my soul, rejoice.
Take joy, my King, in what you hear;
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.

Gospel:  John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that
sets people free from sin.
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon                                                                                            Pastor Phil Gardner

Hymn of the Day                             “Only by Grace” 
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

Prayers of the people:                                              
Please type your prayer requests in using the chat feature during worship, or send them to
stacylauer@gmail.com or text them to 419-680-0358 before worship begins.

about:blank
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Response:  Lord, in your mercy,   hear our prayer.

Peace                                                                                                            
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering                                                                                              
We give back to God what God first gives us. Offering can be mailed in to the church at 
106 Scheid Road, Sandusky OH 44870, by texting give to 614-389-9681, or given on our 
church website.     

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

Communion
Please have your communion bread and wine ready or near the screen.                              
                                                                                         
Great Thanksgiving                                                                           
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table                                                                         
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                      
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen

    
Invitation to Communion                                                                   
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Post Communion Blessing                                                                 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His care.
Amen

Prayer After Communion                                                                     
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Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 
table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing                                                                                                       
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen

Hymn                             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                      ELW 504

A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.

Dismissal                                           
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

From Sunday and season.com.  License #SAS103330  
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-720241 All rights reserved.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is:
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known”

And a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
through life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!
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PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor               Church: 419-625-2192
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off – Friday                                                            Cell: 419-680-0358
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Secretary                                                                  419-433-4530

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com
Morgan Noon, Organist                                                                                                     
Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                                www.flame-elca.com
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky

Council Prayer:  We ask the members of  St. John’s to pray this month for a safe and 
peaceful election and an end to the Covid 19 pandemic.

Throughout October, we are doing God’s work with our hands. Thanks to Allison 
Young for making a calendar to keep us organized and motivated! Each day, there is a 
suggested way to make a difference in our community. These are only suggestions, and 
you can also come up with your own awesome ideas as the Spirit flows.

Additionally, we will be collecting items for a local nursing home until October 24th. 
Items needed are listed below, and they can be placed in the bin inside the glass door at 
church.

I can’t wait to see how the Spirit uses each of us to make a difference!

Sunday, October 25th is the last day to bring in your nursing home donations!

Items needed for the nursing home: shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, lip balm, 
writing paper, markers, colored pencils, adult coloring books, pens, stamps, 
greeting cards, word search, easy crossword, find the difference, BINGO prizes 
(balloons, mini candy bars, lolly pops, sugar free cookies and snacks), word 
search, coloring page, devotion

about:blank
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November Birthday and Anniversary Greetings:

Nov. 2—Joan Zorn
              Kim Wimmer

   6—Susan Zorn
              Preston Shupe
              Joleen Dillender
        8—Linda Miller Moore
              Milly Reed

  9—Dawn Schlessman
      11—Cameron Deehr
      19—Louis Zorn

  23—Christine Molnar
  24—John Miller

       26—Jack Maguire
              Lisa Fryer
       27—Dale Osbun
       
 

Nov.    8 — Chuck and Sandy Thompson           
           13—Ed & Kim Wimmer       
           27— Chuck and Peg Kingsley
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