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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 
(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 

Worship 10:30 a.m.  
 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 

November 30, 2025          First Sunday of Advent 
 
Welcome to Worship!  The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming 
soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we 
know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God 
will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. 
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we 
already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our 
faith in the promises of God. 
     As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the 
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us.  Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table.  We commune children of any age who have 
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church.  Children who 
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing.  Both red wine and 
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are 
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need. 
     We thank Linda Stauffer for leading our music and Walter Baughman for directing 
and accompanying the choir this morning. If you are visiting today, please sign the guest 
register after worship.  Plan to worship with us again next Sunday. 
 
Prelude                                          “Meditation”   E L Ashford  Public Domain 
Bell  
Welcome and Announcements 
Please stand 

 
Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Gathering Hymn      “Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                          ELW 242 

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,                 
for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 
behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav'nly door 
and lives now inside us forever. 
 
3 In darkest night his coming shall be, 
when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, 
so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, 
the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, 
and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Advent Candle Lighting           
Joint Choir Anthem                      “Christ Be Our Light!”                        Walt Baughman 

Bernadette Farrell/Joel Raney  © 1993 and this Arr. © 2013 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP, 
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 
Responsive Litany                 Hope for Those Who Wait                Lynn Schlessman  
 
Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time. 
How long, O Lord, how long? 
For those waiting for answered prayer: 
Grant your steadfast patience. 
For those waiting in the face of uncertainty: 
Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision. 
For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign: 
Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world. 
For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come: 
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we 
act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 
Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near, 
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul 
and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll 
to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 
4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light, 
be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer 
and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev'ry day we share 
and bring us at last into glory. 
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Candle Lighting                                                                                     Young Family                 
This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout history, God’s 
people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of God’s 
eternal plan.  Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to illuminate the areas 
of life where we are called to wait.  This morning we echo the words of the Psalmist, 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 
27:14) 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal 
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us 
walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
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 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
 
The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 (Read responsively) 
1I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  
 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  
  
Second Lesson: Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans. 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 
coming in the future. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation                   

 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our 
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, 
because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
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thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord     Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Youth Time                                                                                                  
 
Sermon                                                                                           
Please stand 

Hymn of the Day              “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                       Cranberry Hymnal 244 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

Music: Swedish folk tune  Public Domain 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,                                  
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 

Prayers of the people:  God of grace.     Hear our prayer. 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Offering                                            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                        

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 
Music: Swedish folk tune  Public Domain                                                  

2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
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Please stand 

Offertory                                    “As the Grains of Wheat”                                    ELW 465 
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Refrain                                                                         
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 
so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 
 

Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 
them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 
coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our 
midst, 
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 
 
2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you. 
Refrain 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn:                        “Fling Wide The Door”                                       ELW 259 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate;                 
the King of glory comes in state; 
the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
the Savior of the world who brings 
his great salvation to the earth. 
So raise a shout of holy mirth 
and praise our God and Lord, 
Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 
3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 
that live by their true king's commands. 
And blessed be the hearts he rules, 
the humble places where he dwells. 
He is the rightful Son of bliss 
who fills our lives and makes us his, 
creator of the world, 
our only strength for good. 

 
Distribution Hymn:     “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”                             ELW 246 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878  Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889 
Public Domain 

 
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!                        
"Christ is near," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!" 

2 He is the rock of our belief, 
the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
His kingly crown is holiness; 
his scepter is his loveliness; 
he brings our sorrows to an end. 
Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
and worship him with song 
for saving us from wrong. 
 
4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 
our hearts are open wide in trust. 
Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 
upon our sorrows shine your face, 
and let your Holy Spirit guide 
our journey in your grace so wide. 
We praise your holy name, 
from age to age the same! 

2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
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3 See the Lamb, so long expected,                        
come with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
 

Distribution Hymn:                       “Here Is Bread”                                            ELW 483 
Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

(ASCAP).  All rights reserved.  Public Domain 

 

4 So, when next he comes in glory 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
he will shield us with his mercy 
and with words of love draw near. 
 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 
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Please stand 

 
Post Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace. 
Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry 
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen 
 
Sending Hymn                          “Soon and Very Soon”                                        ELW 439 
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing. 
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Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
Postlude                                    “Soon and Very Soon”                                        
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing. 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 

“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known” 
And a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS 
 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor           Church: 419-625-2192 
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off – Friday                                                            Cell: 419-680-0358 
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin.                                                                    419-625-2192 

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com 
Nathan Samsa, Organist                                                        Lay Reader: Lisa Fryer 
Usher: Chuck Thompson                                   Communion Assistant: Sandy Thompson 
Audio Visual: Melinda Zorn          Att.: Nov. 23 – 55                                                                                             
Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                                www.flame-elca.com 
Like us on Facebook: St John’s Lutheran Church Sandusky 

2025: The Year of Rest Memory Verse 

“Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live…” (Isaiah 55:3a).  
 
Council asks the congregation to pray that people may be moved to consider 

serving on Council, particularly in the positions of  treasurer and secretary.     

 

Communion Clean-up today: Sue & Lynn Schlessman 

Dec.  7 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben        Cleanup – Sandy Thompson 

http://www.flame-elca.com/
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       14 – Set-up – Jim Kluding                      Cleanup – Jim 

       21 – Set-up -  Joleen Dillender                Cleanup – Sue & Lynn Schlessman 

       24 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben        Cleanup – Elizabeth 

       28 – Joint Worship at Zion Huron, 9:00 am   

Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry.  If  you would 

like to help, please see Elizabeth Libben or Sandy Thompson.  

 
Baptism and fellowship:  It is with great joy that we look forward to the celebration of 
the sacrament of Holy Baptism for Juliette Burnham!  Juliette’s baptism will take place on 
Sunday, December 7th.  Please plan to support this child and her family in their new lives 
of faith.  We celebrate Juliette’s baptism with a donut fellowship following worship in the 
sanctuary. 
 
Assisting Ministers! Our order of worship leaves space for people to assist in leading 
worship. Our teenagers are brave and are willing to help us try out this new role over the 
next few weeks.  The assisting minister leads the prayers, among other things. If you 
would like to be an assisting minister, please let Pastor Stacy or Sandy know. 
 

One Call Now: We are working on a program that will automatically call and text 

you to let you know when something is happening at St John's. The texts won't be 

too often, but will alert us to prayer requests, upcoming events, and worship 

cancellations due to weather.  To begin the process, please text the word ALERT 

to 22300. This will allow us to text you when there is something to share.  Thank 

you! 

 
Christmas Worship Opportunities:   
Youth Christmas Program: Our youth will share the Christmas story on Sunday, 
December 14th at 10:30 am. This year’s program and worship will be held in St. John’s 
sanctuary.  Don’t miss this special worship opportunity! 
 
Christmas Eve: Christmas Eve worship will be held on Wednesday, December 24th. Join 
us as we celebrate the birth of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with worship service at 
5:00 pm. The service will feature both Holy Communion and candlelight. Spread the 
word; invite family and friends to come for Christmas Eve worship!   
 
Sunday, December 28: Lessons and Carols will be a Joint Worship at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Huron at 9:00 am.  No worship at St. John’s. 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL THESE SPECIAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES TO 
PREPARE YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD! 
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Weekly Listening Plan 
December 2025                        Weekly Listening        “LasPosadas”  
Week 1 – “In the name of heaven, I beg you for lodging.”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCCTS92JMsI 

1. Read and reflect on the scripture that inspired the song. Luke 2:1-7 
2. Explore weekly practices connected to the lyrics throughout your week. 
3. Many of us “are preparing” by buying Christmas decorations, planning dinner 

menu, buying gifts.  As you take a moment to think about how you prepare, 
consider this verse: Joseph and Mary have no place to stay during this season.  
Think about what is happening in the world, think about the homeless, think about 
the migrants who, for one reason or another, have had to leave their cities and are 
begging for shelter.  Where do you see hope?  Write a prayer for the vulnerable. 

 
ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 30TH THRU DECEMBER 14TH           

Sunday, Nov. 30 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 
11:30 am 

Study with Lynn, Zion Christian Center 
Youth Program Practice 
Jt. Advent Worship at St. John’s 
Advent Luncheon at Zion Huron 

Tuesday, Dec. 2 1:00 pm Faith Life Team 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 12:00 noon Scripture and Prayer at Parkvue 

Thursday, Dec. 4 5:30 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, Dec. 5 10:00 am Property Team in Upper Room 

Sunday, Dec. 7 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn, Zion Christian Center 
Youth Program Practice 
Worship/Baptism of  Juliette Burhnam 

Wednesday, Dec. 10 10:30 am Christianity and World Religions Study 

Thursday, Dec. 11 5:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sunday, Dec. 14 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn, Zion Christian Center 
Youth Program Practice 
Worship/Youth Tell the Christmas Story 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCCTS92JMsI

