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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 

(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 
 Sanctuary Worship 9:30 a.m. Live streamed to Facebook  

 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 

July 28, 2024          Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Welcome to Worship!  Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 
6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of 
people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems 
like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of 
Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, 
a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
      As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the 
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us.  Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table.  We commune children of any age who have 
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church.  Children who 
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing.  Both red wine and 
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are 
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need. 
     We thank Linda Stauffer for sharing her gift of music today and Jeanne Cramer as 
they play a duet for the prelude.  If you are visiting today, please sign the guest register 
after worship.  Plan to worship with us again next Sunday. 
 
Bells 
Welcome and announcements 
Prelude                                          “Panis Angelicus”      Cesar Franck arr. Rob Peery 

©1952 by Lorenz Publishing Co, in “Sacred Concert Duet 
Linda Stauffer and Jeanne Cramer 

Please stand if you are able 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Confession And Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn                   “Just As I Am, without On Plea”                             ELW 592            

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871  Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868  Public Domain 

 
1 Just as I am, without one plea,                   
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 
has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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And also with you. 
Canticle of Praise 
Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia! 
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Prayer of the Day                                                                                 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for 
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the 
true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Please be seated  

 
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
A reading from 2 Kings. 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to 
Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, 
Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the 
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give 

it to the people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a 
hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says 

the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44 He set it before them, they ate, and had 
some left, according to the word of the LORD. 
 
The word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 145:10-18 (Read responsively) 

  10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 

 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-  
out all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. R 

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
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 16 You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

 17 You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works. 

 18 You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully.  
 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:14-21 
A reading from Ephesians. 
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because 
Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence 
of the Spirit. 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 
17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 

grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

  20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
Please stand  

Gospel Acclamation                    

 
 
Gospel:  John 6:1-21 
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The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As 
such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 
1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A 
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 
3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, 

the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 
6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered 
him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 

place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, 

as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from 
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 

baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

  15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

  16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and 
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 

them. 18 The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the 

boat, and they were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then 
they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward 
which they were going. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 

Youth Time 
 
Sermon                                                                                            
Please stand if you are able   

Hymn of the Day             “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                            ELW 674 
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Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

1 Let us talents and tongues employ,                 
reaching out with a shout of joy: 
bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 
Refrain 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 
Prayers of the people:                                               
Response:  In your mercy,              Hear our prayer. 
 
Peace                                                                                                             
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated 

Offering                                        “This Holy Place”          Janet Rand 
©1943 by Lorenz Publishing Co., in “The Organist” for Nov. 1943 

 Please stand if you are able 

Offertory                               

 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 
at the table he sets the tone, 
teaching people to live to bless, 
love in word and in deed express. Refrain 
 
3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain 
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Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
                                                                                          
Great Thanksgiving                                                                            
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table                                                                          
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and 
blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen     
 
Invitation to Communion                                                                    
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Please be seated 

Communion Song 
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Distribution Hymn                “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                               ELW 484 
Text and music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications. 

 
Refrain                                                             
You satisfy the hungry heart 
with gift of finest wheat. 
Come give to us, O saving Lord, 
the bread of life to eat. 
 
1 As when the shepherd calls his sheep, 
they know and heed his voice; 
so when you call your fam'ly, Lord, 
we follow and rejoice. Refrain 
 
4 The myst'ry of your presence, Lord, 
no mortal tongue can tell: 
whom all the world cannot contain 
comes in our hearts to dwell. Refrain 

 
Distribution Hymn                “Let Us Break Bread Together”                               ELW 471 

Text: African American spiritual   Music: African American spiritual   Public Domain 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;               
let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
When I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 
Please stand if you are able 

Post Communion Blessing                                                                  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His care. 
Amen 
 
Prayer After Communion                                                                      
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

2 With joyful lips we sing to you 
our praise and gratitude 
that you should count us worthy, Lord, 
to share this heav'nly food. Refrain 
 
3 Is not the cup we bless and share 
the blood of Christ outpoured? 
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
our oneness in the Lord? Refrain 
 
5 You give yourself to us, O Lord; 
then selfless let us be, 
to serve each other in your name 
in truth and charity. Refrain 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees. 
Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees. 
Refrain 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing                                                                                                        
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen 
 
Sending Hymn                    “Praise and Thanksgiving”                                        ELW 689 

Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer    
for all things living, you have made good: 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
3 Father, providing food for your children, 
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 
one with another, so that, rejoicing 
with us, all others may know your care. 

 
Dismissal                                                                                              
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Postlude                        “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”     

Text: Jeremiah Rankin 1828-1904, Music and refrain: William G Tomer, 1833-1896 
 

From Sunday and season.com.  License #SAS103330 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-720241 All rights reserved. 
Copyright License A 11364729 / Streaming License A 20657245 with permission under CCLI All rights reserved. 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
“A Family of Disciples, Faithfully Making Christ Known” 

And a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 
4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
freely confessing your gracious hand. 
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
your love sustaining showers the land. 
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PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN’S, MINISTERS 
Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor                   Church: 419-625-2192 
Pastor Stacy’s Day Off – Friday                                                            Cell: 419-680-0358 
Mrs. Sandy Thompson, Admin. Assistant                                                     419-625-2192 

E-mail: Sandy8110@gmail.com 
Today’s Musician: Linda Stauffer                                   Lay Reader: Paula Hoffman Laws 
Usher:  Chuck Thompson                            Communion Assistant: Paula Hoffman Laws 
Audio/Visual Tech:  Jeff Justi                                                      Attendance: July 21 - 64 
Website:  www.stjohnlcsandusky.com                                         
Like us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sandusky 

 
2024: The Year of Rest Memory Verse 
"So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God" Hebrews 4:9 
 
Council asks the congregation to pray in these stressful times to remember that we are 
ALL God’s children and that we treat one another accordingly, with respect and 
understanding.  
 
Communion Clean-up today:  Sandy Thompson 
Aug. 4 – Set-up – Toni Nossaman        Cleanup -  
Aug. 11 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben    Cleanup -  
Aug. 18 – Set-up – Joleen Dillender      Cleanup – Jim Kluding 
Aug. 25 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben    Cleanup -  
Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry.  If you would like to 
help out, please see Toni Nossaman, Joleen Dillender or Sandy Thompson.  
 
Thank you members of St. John for all your cards, calls and prayers as I healed from 
my broken neck.  Bonny Ambos 
 
To the members of St. John’s:  Lifting You Up today and always.  Sending love and 
saying a special prayer for you.  The members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Jenera, OH.  
A card is posted on the bulletin board from St. Paul’s congregation with member’s 
signatures. 
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Endowment Grant Applications are being accepted: please contact a member of the 
endowment team and they will be glad to mail you an application. The requests need to 
be presented to the Endowment committee no later than October 7, 2024.   You can mail 
the application back to the church, put your request in the endowment mailbox in the 
basement or present it to any member of the committee.  The committee members are 
John Miller, Ted Call, Jeff Justi, Bob Stacy, Colleen Girard, Ron Zorn, Pastor Stacy .  If 
you have any questions, please see a member of the endowment committee.   
     The Endowment Team will hold its quarterly meeting in mid to  late October, at 
which time all grant applications that have been presented will be reviewed and voted on.   
Those that are approved will be sent to the Finance Team for additional review and 
approval. 
 
Happy Birthday to Ryan Scovanner, Paula Hoffman Laws, Linda Stauffer and Bonny 
Semon 
 
Happy Anniversary to Paul and Laura Knott. 
 

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR JULY 28TH THRU AUGUST 11TH           

Sunday, July 28 9:30 am Worship 

Tuesday, July 30 9:00 am Giving Garden Fellowship 

Wednesday, July 31 5:30 pm Worship Team 

Sunday, August 4 9:30 am Worship 

Tuesday, August 6 1:00 pm Faith Life Team 

Wednesday, August 7 12:00 noon Scripture & Prayer at Parkview 

Sunday, August 11 9:30 am Worship 

 
Weekly Verse:  But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”  Luke 18:16 
 
July  28 – Pause to be present where you are. 
        29 – Enjoy a favorite food. 
        30 – Ask someone else how they are doing. 
        31 – Spend time with someone who shares an interest. 
Aug.  1 – Visit a park or beach. 
         2 – Spend time reading on your favorite bible stories. 
         3 – Lower your shoulders, breath, relax your body. 
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God’s Work Our Hands Project for 2024!  We begin our drive to collect personal care 
kit items for our Rally Day Project.  Please read the following list of items to be included 
in the care kits.  LW Relief is very specific on what items are needed.  Dollar General 
has lightweight towels in the correct size.  In 2022 we made 60 kits to send to LW 
Relief.  Let’s work to make 75 or more kits this year!  A printed sheet is available in 
the back of the sanctuary for your convenience. 
 
One lightweight bath-size towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27”), dark color recommended 
Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz. any brand, in original wrapping 
One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging (toothbrush multi-packs may be used by     

sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap 
One sturdy comb, remove packaging 
One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging 


