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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

106 Scheid Road, Sandusky, OH  44870 
(419) 625-2192    www.stjohnlcsandusky.com 

Sanctuary Worship 10:30 a.m.  
 

Stacy Lauer-Scovanner, Pastor 

February 1, 2026         Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 
Welcome to Worship! Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who 
find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger 
for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this 
countercultural way of living and serving. 
      As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ is truly present in the 
celebration of Holy Communion as he is God with us.  Christians of all denominations 
are encouraged to come to the Lord’s table.  We commune children of any age who have 
received communion instruction at St. John or another Christian church.  Children who 
have not yet received communion instruction will receive a blessing.  Both red wine and 
white grape juice are offered to accommodate various traditions. Gluten free wafers are 
provided for those with dietary restrictions. Please make the pastor aware of your need. 
     If you are visiting today, please sign the guest register after worship.  Plan to worship 
with us again next Sunday. 
 
Prelude Bell Choir            “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”  

L Bourgeous, Martha L Thompson ©1986 in BEGIN TO RING 2 by Agape, Carol Stream, IL 

Bell                                       
Welcome and Announcements 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
Please stand 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn                     “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”                                   ELW 873 

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.  Music: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916  Public Domain 

 
1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart!                     
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
your festal banner wave on high, 
the cross of Christ your king. 
 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
4 Still lift your standard high, 
still march in firm array, 
as pilgrims through the darkness wend 
till dawns the golden day. Refrain 
 
6 Praise God who reigns on high, 
the Lord whom we adore: 
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, 
one God forevermore. Refrain 

 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And Also with you. 

2 With voice as full and strong 
as ocean's surging praise, 
send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 
the psalms of ancient days. Refrain 
 
3 With all the angel choirs, 
with all the saints on earth 
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 
true rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain 
 
5 At last the march shall end; 
the wearied ones shall rest; 
the pilgrims find their home at last, 
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see 
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 
 
First Lesson: Micah 6:1-8 
A reading from Micah. 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. 
God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices 
to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and 
to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

 1 Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
 for the LORD has a case against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 

 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 

 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
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  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
The word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 15 (Read responsively) 

  1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and 
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through 
weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for 
believers. 

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
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God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In 
contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation                 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
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1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 

  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord     Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Youth Time                                                                                               
 
Sermon                                                                            
Please stand 

Hymn of the Day                  “Let Streams of Living Justice”                                  ELW 710 
Text © 1989 William Whitla 

 
1 Let streams of living justice                   
flow down upon the earth; 
give freedom's light to captives, 
let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry's hands are pleading, 
the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter, 
the blinded seek for sight. 
Make liberty a beacon, 
strike down the iron pow'r; 
abolish ancient vengeance: 
proclaim your people's hour. 

 
 
 
 

2 For healing of the nations, 
for peace that will not end, 
for love that makes us lovers, 
God grant us grace to mend. 
Weave our varied gifts together; 
knit our lives as they are spun; 
on your loom of time enroll us 
till our thread of life is run. 
O great weaver of our fabric, 
bind church and world in one; 
dye our texture with your radiance, 
light our colors with your sun 
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3 Your city's built to music;                                  
we are the stones you seek; 
your harmony is language; 
we are the words you speak. 
Our faith we find in service, 
our hope in others' dreams, 

 
Prayers of the people:  Merciful God,     receive our prayer. 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Offering                                 “Let Streams of Living Justice”                                   

Text © 1989 William Whitla 
Please stand 

 
Offertory                                   

 

Offering Prayer  

our love in hand of neighbor; 
our homeland brightly gleams. 
Inscribe our hearts with justice; 
your way--the path untried; 
your truth--the heart of stranger; 
your life--the Crucified. 
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Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving                                                                         
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Invitation to Communion 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Please be seated                                                                                                                                 

 
Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn:          “God of mercy, God of Light”                                        ELW 714            
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 
1 O God of mercy, God of light,                   
 in love and mercy infinite, 
 teach us, as ever in your sight, 
 to live our lives in you. 
 
3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 
 to feel for those his blood has bought, 
 that ev'ry deed and word and thought 
 may work a work for you. 
 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
 may we each other's burdens share; 
 may we, where help is needed, there 
 give help as though to you. 

2 You sent your Son to die for all, 
 that our lost world might hear your call; 
 oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 
 We rest our hope in you. 
 
4 For all are kindred, far and wide, 
 since Jesus Christ for all has died; 
 grant us the will, and grace provide, 
 to love them all in you. 
 
6 And may your Holy Spirit move 
 all those who live to live in love, 
 till you receive in heav'n above 
 all those who live in you. 
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Distribution Hymn:            “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”                                         ELW 669 
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
1 Rise up, O saints of God!                                
From vain ambitions turn; 
Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
The kingdom's task embrace; 
redress sin's cruel consequence; 
give justice larger place. 
 
5 Commit your hearts to seek 
the paths which Christ has trod; 

 
Please stand 

Post Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
His grace. 
Amen 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen 
 
Sending Hymn                            “To Be Your Presence”                                       ELW 546 

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
Despair engulfs earth's frame; 
as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
the word of hope proclaim. 
 
4 Give heed, O saints of God! 
Creation cries in pain; 
stretch forth your hand of healing now, 
with love the weak sustain. 
 
and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r, 
rise up, O saints of God! 
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1 To be your presence is our mission here,             
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 
3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 

 
Dismissal  
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
Postlude                                    “To Be Your Presence”                                        

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is: 
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And a congregation of the 
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2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, 
alleluia! 
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2026 The Year of the Way of Love.  Welcome to 2026: The Way of Love! This year for 
our annual theme, we will be grounded in 1 John 4:19, “We love because he first loved 
us.” 
 

Council asks the congregation to pray and watch out for their neighbors during the 
challenging winter weather, to open our hearts to new opportunities with Zion Huron, 
and to give thanks for congregational leaders who serve God and our members with 
dedication.  
 

Souper Bowl Sunday!   Please donate your loose change or any monetary amount next 
week, February 8th.  The soup kettle will be in the rear of the sanctuary for your 
donations and also in the handicap entrance.  Thanks for playing in the Souper Bowl. 
 
Thank You:  I would like to thank all for the well wish cards and prayers. I really 
appreciate it. I look forward to joining everyone in worship in the near future. 
Jeff Justi:  God’s peace be with you all. 
 
Annual Meeting:  St. John's 2025 Annual meeting will be held immediately following 
worship February 8, 2026.  Please plan to stay for this important meeting. 
 

Communion Clean-up today: Sandy Thompson 

Feb.   8 – Set-up - Jim Kluding         Cleanup – Jim 

       15 – Set-up – Joleen Dillender         Cleanup – Sue & Lynn Schlessman 

       22 – Set-up – Elizabeth Libben             Cleanup – Sandy Thompson 

Thank you for your willingness to help with this important ministry.  If  you would 

like to help, please see Joleen Dillender or Sandy Thompson.  

 
New Ministry Lists are posted on the bulletin board for the first quarter of  2026.  
If  you are looking for an opportunity to help with ushering, lay reading, help serve 
communion or help with streaming our worship, see all the sign-up sheets on the 
bulletin board. 
 
Youth and Adult Bowling Event: Mark your calendars and sign-up for a fun bowling 
outing on Monday, February 16th from 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm.  We meet at Star Lanes 
Sandusky for pizza, pop and bowling.  This event is open to adults as well as the youth.  
The sign-up sheet is at the back of the sanctuary.  Please sign up so we have an accurate 
count for pizza and lanes.  Any questions see Mike & Pat Babiuch or Pastor Stacy. 
 
Sport Team Sponsorship: The St John’s endowment sponsored three sports teams last 
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year (from three different school districts) and will again this year. 
     If you would like to have your team sponsored please let Pastor Stacy know! The 
sponsorship is a partnership. We want to get to know the team and provide support 
however we can! 
 
Happy Birthday to Kylie Ross.  Belated birthday wishes to Don Johnson and Mia 
Scovanner. 
 
Assisting Ministers! Our order of worship leaves space for people to assist in leading 
worship. Our teenagers are brave and are willing to help us try out this new role over the 
next few weeks.  The assisting minister leads the prayers, among other things. If you 
would like to be an assisting minister, please let Pastor Stacy or Sandy know. 
 

ST. JOHN’S CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 1ST THRU FEBRUARY 15TH          

Sunday, February 1 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Youth practice and plan worship for 2/8 
Sunday School – K-4th 
Worship 

Tuesday, February 2 1:00 pm Faith Life Team 

Wednesday, February 3 12:00 noon 
5:30 pm 
6:15 pm 

Scripture and Prayer at Parkvue 
Choir Practice 
Bell Choir Practice 

Sunday, February 8 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 
11:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Catechism Class and Youth of  all ages 
Worship 
Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, February 11 10:30 am 
5:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

World Religions Discussion in Upper Rm 
Choir Practice 
Bell Practice 

Sunday, February 15 9:15 am 
9:15 am 
10:30 am 

Study with Lynn 
Sunday School for all ages 
Worship 

 


